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ROUNDABOUTS 
WANT TO  

LEARN MORE? 

The Freedom Parkway Coalition has been discussing the use of roundabouts recently so we thought 

we’d share some of their benefits in this newsletter. 

Roundabouts are safer than four-way stops or traffic signals because there are fewer points of conflict 

resulting in fewer collisions. And, when collisions do occur they are usually sideswipes rather than 

broadsides since vehicles are not crossing each other’s paths at 90 degrees.  

Roundabouts lessen congestion, 

because traffic can often keep 

moving without coming to a com-

plete stop especially during off-

peak hours. This also reduces the 

noise and pollution from vehicles.  

One concern that comes up with 

roundabouts is the ability for 

semi-trucks and farm equipment 

to get through them. The coali-

tion agreed that any roundabouts 

installed on Freedom Parkway 

should be designed with these 

vehicles in mind and include what 

are called “truck aprons” that 

these vehicles can drive over. 

Another concern motorists have 

with roundabouts is how to drive 

through them. Vehicles approach-

ing a roundabout must yield to vehicles already in the circle, as well as bicycles and pedestrians. More 

specifically, when approaching a roundabout you do not need to stop or yield before entering the cir-

cle unless there is an existing vehicle or bicycle in the circle. Do not pass bicycles in roundabouts, and 

always stop for pedestrians. 

Multi-lane roundabouts are a bit more complicated, but it is the same principle. As you approach the 

roundabout, pay attention to signs and pavement markings and get in the correct lane when it is safe 

to do so. For some roundabouts, the right lane will only be for right turns. For others, the left lane will 

only be for left turns and U-turns. Semi-trucks and other large vehicles may take up both lanes so allow 

plenty of room for them.  

More and more agencies are looking at using roundabouts in place of traffic signals. CDOT is planning 

on using roundabouts for the off/on-ramps and frontage road at the redesigned interchange of SH 402 

(Freedom Parkway) and I-25. Ultimately, whether to install a roundabout at any given intersection is up 

to the agency that has jurisdiction over the intersection. The Freedom Parkway Coalition expressed 

support for the use of either roundabouts or traffic signals on the corridor. 

There’s lots of information about 

modern roundabouts on the  

Internet. Here are a few sites we 

think are helpful if you are  

interested in learning more: 

Federal Highway Administration: 

https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/

intersection/innovative/roundabouts/ 

City of Fort Collins: 
https://www.fcgov.com/traffic/eng-
roundabout.php 
 
AARP: 
https://www.aarp.org/livable-
communities/info-2014/livability-
factsheet-modern-roundabouts.html 

Insurance Institute for  
Highway Safety: 
http://www.iihs.org/iihs/topics/t/
roundabouts/topicoverview 
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