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III. ACCESS 
The Freedom Parkway corridor has both public and private accesses serving various land 
uses.  Public accesses includes state highways, county roads, and local streets.  Private 
accesses are typically driveways serving residences, businesses, farms, commercial/ 
industrial operations, and utilities.  This chapter discusses the configuration, operation, and 
type of access along the corridor; access control techniques; and an inventory of existing 
access locations. 

Access Configuration and Operation 
For the purpose of this access control plan, access configurations and operations are 
defined as follows: 

Full Movement Access - All potential movements for the access are allowed, 
including left-in, left-out, right-in, right out, and through movements if there is 
another facility to accept traffic on the opposite side of Freedom Parkway. 

Three quarter (3/4) Access – This configuration indicates a restrictive movement 
access onto Freedom Parkway.  Three of the four movements in and out of the 
access are permitted.  Allowed movements include the left-in, right-in, and the right-
out.  Prohibited movements include the left-out and through movements.  A raised 
median would be the ultimate means of enforcing these restrictions, but an interim 
measure may involve a raised island at the driveway. 

Right-in/Right-out (RI/RO) Access – This configuration indicates restricted 
movement access at Freedom Parkway.  Right turn movements in and out of the 
access are permitted.  Prohibited movements include left-in, left-out, and through 
movements.  A raised median would be the most appropriate means of enforcing 
these restrictions, but an interim measure may involve a raised island at the 
driveway. 

Access with Safety Concern – This label indicates there is a safety issue that 
warrants improvements or some form of access modification or restriction.  

 
Figure 17 shows a typical full-movement intersection.  Figures 18 and 19 present typical 
configurations for ¾ movement with restricted north/south left turns and RIRO access with 
no left turns allowed, respectively. 
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Figure 17 – Full Movement Intersection 
 

 

 
 
 

Figure 18 – ¾ Movement Access 
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Figure 19 – Right-in / Right-out Access 
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Access Type 
Access type refers to the land use on the adjoining property that the access serves.  The 
colored arrow symbols are used on the access inventory maps presented later in this 
chapter.  They are defined as follows: 

 Agricultural/Field/Ditch Access –These support farm and ranch operations 
and are generally used seasonally during planting and harvesting seasons. 
 

 Residential Access - These are typically driveways to residences and 
multifamily developments.  

 
 Commercial Access - These access locations serve businesses, schools, 

government buildings, and utilities such as electric substations. 
 

 Oil & Gas/Industrial Access - Oil and gas facilities, including wells, tanks, 
valve sites, etc., and industrial buildings are served by this access type. 
 

 Multiple Use Access - Shared access occurs where two properties or uses 
utilize the same access. 

 
 Future Access: Existing parcels with no frontage on a side road and no 

existing access on Freedom Parkway are considered landlocked and will be 
allowed access in the future as appropriate and consistent with the ACP.  
This access type also includes locations that have been previously approved 
but not yet constructed.   
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Access Control Techniques 
There are several areas along the Freedom Parkway corridor where existing accesses can be 
modified through elimination, reconfiguration, consolidation, and relocation to improve 
operations on the corridor.  These techniques have unique benefits to improve traffic flow, 
safety, and reliability while maintaining adequate access to the adjacent land uses.  

Elimination 

Access elimination is typically used at locations where a property has more than one access 
point.  If possible, access to an adjoining property should occur on a side street that 
intersects Freedom Parkway.  If that is not feasible, each property should have only one 
access location on Freedom Parkway.  Figure 20 provides a graphic representation of the 
access elimination technique.   

 
Figure 20 – Access Elimination 
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Movement Conversion / Reconfiguration 

The purpose of access movement conversion, or reconfiguration through the use of raised 
islands and median treatments is to eliminate one or more turning movements in order to 
reduce the number of conflicts.  Examples of restricted movement access include a ¾ 
movement access or a right-in/right-out access, shown in Figures 18 and 19, respectively. 

Relocation 

Access relocation is a method that would either align opposite side approaches to create a 
more familiar intersection design or move an existing access point to a new location.  As 
development occurs or as new roads are constructed, many of these direct connection 
driveways can be closed at Freedom Parkway and moved to new roads.  This will create 
better spacing of intersections and reduce the number of conflict points on the corridor.  
Figure 21 shows a before and after example of access relocation. 

Figure 21 – Access Relocation 
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Consolidation 

Access consolidation is used to reduce the number of access points along the corridor.  
These locations may exist where adjacent property owners have individual driveways in 
close proximity that could be consolidated into a single point to reduce conflicts, improve 
operations, and maintain adequate access to all properties.  Figure 22 shows a before and 
after example of an access relocation.  

Figure 22 – Access Consolidation 

 
  

 
Access Inventory 
The existing access inventory for the Freedom Parkway corridor consists of three 
components:   

 map-based inventory (Appendix E) that shows the specific locations of existing 
access points, their function, where safety concerns exist, and locations 
recommended for future closure. 

 photo inventory (Appendix F) of each access point as they exist in 2018, and 
 access inventory database (Appendix J) with location, description, use, jurisdiction, 

safety concerns, recommendations, and other data.   

The maps and database tables provide guidance for local jurisdictions in planning and 
designing future roadway improvements; and the photos serve as a baseline to inform the 
decision-making process during future access management efforts.  Figures 12, 13, and 23 
show examples of the access maps, photo inventory, and database in Appendices E, F, and 
J, respectively. 
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Figure 23 – Access Inventory Database Example 

 

There are more than 300 existing private accesses within the study area.  Approximately 
100 of these are within the City of Evans.  Six of the access locations are right-in/right-out 
configurations, and all are in Evans between 23rd and 35th Avenues where the full cross-
section of the Corridor Vision has been implemented. 
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Table 5 summarizes the accesses on Freedom Parkway by use category, or function.  
Residential connections are the most prevalent and are expected to increase as future 
development occurs throughout the corridor.  As expected, agricultural and oil & gas uses 
are high as well. 

Table 5 – Accesses by Use Category 

Access Type Number Percent of 
Total 

Agricultural 66 22% 

Residential 98 32% 

Commercial 36 12% 

Oil & Gas/ 
Industrial 47 15% 

Multiple Use 57 19% 

Total 304 100% 

 

Anticipated new access locations are indicated on the access inventory maps and database 
tables in Appendices E and J.  The future roads shown connecting to Freedom Parkway were 
identified from the communities’ transportation plans or indicated by Coalition members.  
They may not be constructed at the exact location shown on the map, and some may not be 
built at all depending on future development patterns and other factors.  On the other hand, 
some of these new accesses are in the planning stages or already approved.  Planning for 
future roads is important because they represent opportunities to move driveway access 
from Freedom Parkway to the side streets. 
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Access Requirements 

Access Spacing 

On arterial roads, 660 feet between accesses is a commonly accepted distance between 
access points to maintain safety.  Where driveways onto Freedom Parkway are permitted, 
the Coalition therefore agreed they should be separated by a minimum of 660 feet (one-
eighth mile) from the nearest driveway or intersection.  This distance is measured from the 
centerline of the access to the centerline of the nearest access or intersection.   

New road connections should be spaced 1,320 feet (one-quarter mile). This reduces the 
number of potential future accesses onto Freedom Parkway and allows room for future 
installation of auxiliary lanes (acceleration and deceleration), if necessary. More information 
on access spacing is presented in Chapter VI, Policies. 

Sight Distance 

There are existing accesses on the corridor that are a safety concern due to sight distance 
obstructions.  Accesses should be located so the view of oncoming traffic is not obstructed 
by hills or curves in the road.  All vehicles should have a clear view for at least 550 feet in 
each direction.  These accesses can be made safer either by relocating the access or by 
addressing the curvature of the road when it is reconstructed, which often requires more 
right-of-way than would typically be required. 
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Backing onto the Road 

Driveways that require motorists to back onto the road to exit their property are a safety 
concern as well.  Where these accesses cannot be eliminated, they should be redesigned to 
allow motorists to turn around on-site. 

Table 6 shows the number of access locations with safety concerns related to spacing, sight 
distance, and backing onto the road. 

Table 6 – Accesses with Safety Concerns

Side of Road Total 
number 

Spacing 
Concerns 

Sight Distance 
Concerns 

Backing onto 
Road Concerns 

South 149 128 7 10 

North 155 127 13 17 

Total 304 255 20 27 
Note:  Some accesses have more than one safety concern. 

 

Gated Accesses 

Gated accesses should have the gate located far enough off the roadway so that the longest 
vehicle using the access, including trailers, can completely clear the roadway when the gate 
is closed. A minimum distance of 35 feet from the gate to the edge of the road surface is 
recommended. Future expansion of the road should also be taken into account when 
installing gates so they will not need to be relocated when the widening occurs. 
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Auxiliary Lanes 

New developments projected to add more traffic onto Freedom Parkway may be required to 
install auxiliary lanes to allow turning vehicles to slow down or accelerate without impeding 
the flow of traffic in the travel lanes.  Depending on the projected turning movement 
numbers, one, two, or all three of the auxiliary lanes shown in Figure 24 may be required.  In 
some cases, an acceleration lane for vehicles turning left from the access onto the primary 
road may also be necessary, especially at locations with truck traffic.  The regulations and 
standards of the agency or local government having jurisdiction shall apply. 

Figure 24 – Auxiliary Lanes for Access Locations 
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