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LEADING WITH INNOVATIVE, RESPONSIVE 
AND COST-EFFECTIVE SERVICES

Clerk & Recorder’s Office finds new home 
For the first time since 2006, all three 
divisions of the Clerk and Recorder’s Office 
are under one roof. The building, which was 
remodeled last year, is larger and offers more 
parking for the public than was available at the 
previous two locations the offices occupied. 
The new Motor Vehicle area alone seats 100 
clients. The new office, located at 1250 H St., 
in Greeley, is just a half-mile southeast of its 
previous location. 

Coroner’s Office moves to new location 
After many years located in the Centennial 
Center in downtown Greeley, the Weld 
County Coroner’s Office also moved to a 
newly renovated facility just south of the 
Weld County Administration Building, 
located at 1121 M St. in Greeley this past 
June. The new facility transforms the 
Coroner’s Office into a fully functioning 
autopsy facility, giving staff significantly 
more space to care for decedents and 
eliminating the need to use the autopsy unit 
at McKee Medical Center in Loveland as 
the office has done in previous years. Carl 
Blesch, Weld County Deputy Coroner, said 
the addition allows for quicker and more 
efficient after-life care, which benefits family 
members and loved ones and positions the 
Coroner’s Office to deal with the county’s 
projected growth in the future.

Expansion of jail complete 
In 2010, Weld County started saving 
money for future expansion of the jail to 
include a new three-story addition. In 2019, 
construction began building out the west 

wing to house 373 more inmate beds as well 
as administrative offices and training rooms 
for staff. The kitchen and inmate property 
storage within the existing facility were both 
renovated in 2020 and mid-2021.

Treasurer’s Office receives remodel 
In March, the Weld County Treasurer and 
Public Trustee’s Office temporarily moved so 
the original office space, located at 1400 North 
17th Ave. in Greeley, staff returned to the new 
and improved space on November 15.

“With the addition of Public Trustee staff to the 
Treasurer’s Office, a remodel of the office was 
needed as the original building was completed in 
1987,” said Commissioner Chair Steve Moreno.

The newly renovated space adds a larger lobby 
to the Treasurer and Public Trustee’s Office as 
well as expands office space for the 15-member 
staff. In addition to a bigger lobby, the hallway 
leading into the office now has windows, 
allowing people to see when a clerk is available 
to help them. Previously, a staff member 
was charged with managing customer flow, 
causing inefficiencies within the department’s 
workflow. A secure drop box was added outside 
the building and both public entrances have 
wider frames for wheelchair access.

BUCK, SAINE JOIN BOARD 
OF COMMISSIONERS

MULTIPLE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT
PROJECTS COMPLETED THIS YEAR

On January 4, the Weld County Board 
of Commissioners welcomed two new 
commissioners and one incumbent was 
sworn in. Commissioner Lori Saine 
and Commissioner Perry Buck joined 
the board for their first term, while 
Commissioner Mike Freeman was sworn 
in for his third consecutive term.

As required by the Weld County Home 
Rule Charter, the Board of County 
Commissioners must elect a Chair of the 
Board and Chair Pro-Tem at the start of 
their first annual meeting each year. The 
board elected Steve Moreno to serve as 
the Chair for 2021 and Scott James to 
serve as the Chair Pro-Tem. The Chair 
presides over meetings of the Board of 
Commissioners; the Pro-Tem presides 
over meetings in the Chair’s absence.

The board also appointed Commissioner 
Coordinators for each of the county’s 
major departments. According to the 
Charter, the Departments of Finance, 
Purchasing and Personnel are to be 
coordinated by the Chair of the Board.



As of November 8, Weld County 
Government has issued over $6 million in 
financial assistance to residents who were 
struggling to pay rental and utility expenses 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

In late January, Weld County received 
roughly $9.8 million through the 
federal ERA program established by the 
Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021. 
Since the launch of the Weld County ERA 
program, in February, over 3,000 requests 
for assistance have been processed. The 
program is managed by the Weld County 
Department of Human Services.

In August, the board reviewed Finance 
Director Don Warden’s preliminary draft 
for use of American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) dollars allocated to Weld County. 
A total of $63,028,767 from the ARPA 
was dedicated to Weld County as part of 
a federal distribution program designed 
to help offset revenue lost during the 
pandemic as well as cover COVID-related 
costs incurred by local governments.

Under the American Rescue Plan, funds may 
be used to: support public health response; 
address negative economic impacts; replace 
public sector revenue loss; offer premium 
pay for essential workers; and invest in water, 
sewer and broadband infrastructure.

Items and projects funds are being put 
toward include: added jail costs related to 
COVID-19 in compliance with the court 
order to safeguard staff and inmates; added 
health department costs for salaries and 
additional staff for contact tracing, vaccine 
distribution and clinic set up; added IT 
infrastructure costs to support online 
engagement during the pandemic for both 
public and staff; maintaining scheduled 
public works infrastructure projects (delaying 
would result in increased costs down the road 
for materials and may negatively impact the 
traveling public); and maintaining scheduled 
capital facility projects.

COVID-19 FUNDING 
CONTINUES

To help with improvements in municipalities 
across Weld County, the Board of 
Commissioners approved three community 
improvement projects presented by the 
Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) Advisory Committee in March.

CDBG funds have already aided in the 
expansion of Firestone’s Via Transit Service 
from three days to five per week and six to 
seven hours daily. The service provides transit 
to doctor’s appointments, health clinics and 
trainings located in surrounding communities 
for Firestone residents who are disabled, 60+ 
in age or low- to moderate-income individuals. 
The project totaled $90,000. A subrecipient 
agreement - required by the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development - between 
the county and Town of Firestone was signed 
by the commissioners on July 21 while the 
Town of Firestone approved the agreement at 
its July 14 Board of Trustees meeting.

“This service has already helped Firestone 
residents tremendously so they can travel back 
and forth to appointments and work,” said 
Paula Mehle, Town of Firestone Director of 
Economic Development and Project Manager 
for the Via Transit Service project. “One of 
our disabled residents utilizes this service 
regularly to get to his job, and this expansion 
will further help him be more independent.”

The Evans Water Efficiency program will 
partner with Larimer County’s Conservation 
Corps (LCCC) to assess low- to moderate-
income owner-occupied homes in replacing 
toilets and water fixtures. As many as 50 

houses will benefit from these upgraded 
amenities. Fifty thousand dollars will be used 
to pay for the new fixtures in each home.

The third project brings improvements to 
Idaho Street in Evans – two blocks of which 
are currently unpaved. These two blocks will 
be paved, a water line will be replaced and 
storm drainage along with sidewalks will 
be added to the street. The project, costing 
$1.8 million, will be partially funded by 
a $693,000 grant from Weld County’s 
CDBG program and will help improve the 
neighborhood for 50 households. 

“These projects will not only help these 
communities flourish by providing needed 
services and improved infrastructure, 
they help the county as a whole,” said 
Commissioner Moreno. “We as a board are 
excited to see what new life is breathed into 
these communities.”

The U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD) awarded 
$1,041,930 to the CDBG program in late 
March to help fund these projects and pay 
for CDBG administrative costs from 
April 1, 2021, to March 31, 2022.

CDBG PROGRAM HELPING COMMUNITIES THRIVE

WELCOMING NEW DEPARTMENT HEADS

Tina Powell was appointed the new Director of the Weld County 
Regional Communications Center (WCRCC) in October. Powell, 
who previously served as a supervisor as well as a former dispatcher in 
the WCRCC, served as the department’s interim director following 
the August resignation of the previous director, Mike Wallace.
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Cheryl Pattelli joined Weld County Government as its new Chief 
Financial Officer. Pattelli, who has 27 years of experience in financial 
management and accounting with both municipal and county 
government, is now responsible for the overall financial management 
processes for the county, including expanding and developing systems 
for financial reporting, budgets, cash flows and projection.
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Clarity and 
consistency for 
Weld County’s oil 
and gas industry 
were among 
the benefits 
championed 
by the board in April as it unanimously 
approved a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) with the Colorado Oil and Gas 
Conservation Commission (COGCC). 
The MOU came after many months of 
discussions between both entities and sought 
to provide a more streamlined permitting 
process for oil and gas operators in the state’s 
leading energy producing county.

“Oil and gas development is important to 
Weld County, to our farmers, ranchers and 
school districts and to our communities 
who depend on the tax revenue or 
economic benefits the industry brings,” said 
Jason Maxey, Director of Weld County’s Oil 
and Gas Energy Department. “I’m hopeful 
that this MOU provides additional certainty 
for oil and gas operators and through this 
agreement we’ll see increased permitting 
activity and the development of oil and gas 
resources in the county.”

The MOU largely outlines a deeper effort 
by the COGCC and Weld County to 
provide permit applicants with a better 
understanding of how Weld County’s 
1041 Weld County Oil and Gas Location 
Assessment (WOGLA) process and the 
COGCC’s Oil and Gas Development Plan 
complement each other to provide a quicker, 
more efficient permitting process. The MOU 
aligns and streamlines one permitting process 
between the state and Weld County’s Oil 
and Gas Energy Department.

The MOU followed a two-year period 
which saw the COGCC work through its 
rulemaking process concerning oil and 
gas production in the state following SB-
19-181 being signed into law on April 16, 
2019. During that period, changes to the 
rules established by the COGCC caused 
delays for those seeking permits. Now 
that formal rules have been adopted by 
the COGCC as of January 15, 2021, 
Maxey and the commissioners believe 
the MOU provides a more definitive, 
formal and beneficial permitting process.

COUNTY SIGNS MOU 
WITH COGCC

Connect with us!
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Finalizing a more than six-month process 
to shed light on solar designations in 
unincorporated Weld County, the board 
approved Chapter 21 (Areas and Activities 
of State Interest) code changes in July after 
a three-reading process. Chapter 23 code 
changes were previously approved in May.

“These code changes conclude more 
than six months of work between the 
county and various energy and agricultural 
industry stakeholders,” said Commissioner 
Moreno. “Both the Chapter 21 and 23 
solar energy designations will help drive 
economic development in our county.”

Changes to the code modify the 
definition of a solar energy facility to 
include a commercial facility’s primary 
purpose: to supply electricity and 
consist of one or more solar displays as 
well as additional attached structures 
and equipment. These attachments 
can include substations, switchyards, 
battery storage, electrical infrastructure, 
generators, transmission lines, 
communications infrastructure and other 
relevant structures and/or facilities.

Changes outlined in Chapter 21 and 
23 also help further the goals of the 
county’s comprehensive plan in that 
facilities must be compatible with future 
development and developers need to 
explain how prime agricultural land, 
neighbors and the county as a whole will 
be protected if a facility is located in the 
agricultural zone. All solar facilities must 
adhere to a setback requirement of 500 
feet from an existing residential building 
and planned development areas.

SOLAR FACILITY 
REGULATIONS APPROVED

In its commitment to providing 
excellent digital services and improve 
its ability to meet citizen needs, Weld 
County Government launched a newly 
redesigned website on April 16.

“We try to update the design of our website 
every five years, and we’re excited to unveil 
this new site,” said Commissioner Moreno. 
“As our website has served almost 2.5 
million users over the past five years, quick 
usability is key. We hope our residents find 
the new site beneficial and user-friendly.”

Over a six month period, Weld County’s 
Information Technology Department, along 
with staff from various county departments 
worked with the vendor, OpenCities, 
to design the new website and migrate 
content from the old site to the new one. 
The public was also surveyed earlier this 
year for feedback about how they used the 
old site, and these recommendations were 
incorporated into the new website’s design. 
A few new features included:

• A “Top Services” tab that replaced 
“Quick Links.” These links were moved 
to a more prominent position on the 
website due to analytics showing users 
clicking on these services most often.

• Site navigation changing from a left 
side bar navigation to tiles users click on 
for more information about a specific 
county department, program or service.

• An integrated forms experience known 
as OpenForms that houses registration 
and service forms directly on webpages 
instead of via external PDF documents.

COUNTY DEBUTS NEW 
WEBSITE DESIGN
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In direct response to the Governor’s action in late 
February, the board proclaimed March 20 as Weld 
County Ranching, Livestock and “Meat-IN” Day.

“When Governor Polis declared March 20 as 
MeatOUT day, it was a slap in the face to the 
thousands of ranching and farm families across 
this state,” said Commissioner Moreno. “It was 
yet another hit against rural Colorado.”

Weld County has long been the state’s leading county 
in agricultural products sold, bringing in $2 billion 
annually. Approximately 85% of that revenue comes 
from the sale of livestock, poultry and products alone.

“It would have been one thing to say he promotes 
a plant-based diet,” said Commissioner Mike 
Freeman. “Instead, he decided to perpetuate 
broad-based falsehoods that eating meat leads to 
bad health and animal cruelty. Irresponsible!”

“Once again the Governor is picking winners 

and losers,” said 
Commissioner 
Scott James. 
“He’s insistent 
on promoting 
some businesses 
at the expense 
of harming 
others.”

“I am insulted by the Governor’s actions,” said 
Commissioner Perry Buck. “My family has a 
long tradition of agriculture in this county. 
My friends, neighbors and constituents also 
have roots deep in agriculture. To dismiss their 
heritage and their livelihood is unconscionable.”

“Our farmers and ranchers are the original 
stewards of our environment,” said 
Commissioner Lori Saine. “To those serving us 
in one of Colorado’s first industries, this seems 
like a pre-emptive strike against agriculture.”

MARCH 20 PROCLAIMED RANCHING, 
LIVESTOCK AND MEAT-IN DAY

More than 100 people representing at least 15 
agencies throughout Weld County participated 
in a countywide emergency training and 
exercise course in September. The course, 
presented by The Blue Cell, which has assisted 
in past Weld County emergency training 
exercises, covered topics including Whole 
Community Planning, Shelter in Place vs. 
Evacuation, Local Emergency Planning, Public 
Information and several other topics first 
responders, municipalities and emergency 
operations center staff must think through 
prior to responding to an emergency event.

“This type of training is invaluable,” said 
Commissioner Moreno. “We know disasters 
happen — natural and man-made — and it is 
imperative that emergency response is swift 
and effective. This training helps us prepare for 
those responses countywide.”

The Blue Cell, which provides training and 
exercise assistance for governmental and non-
governmental agencies around the country, 
brings educational materials and scenarios for 
agencies to work through as each develops and 
refines their emergency response plans.

The training also provided an opportunity for 
people around the county to get to know each 
other as well as share information and ideas, all 
of which is valuable when it comes to building 
effective emergency response plans.

Three days of classroom training and table-top 
scenarios culminated in a full-scale exercise at 
four Weld County locations, giving agencies an 
opportunity to participate in and run through 
their response plans. The locations included the 
Weld County Emergency Operations Center, 
the Carbon Valley Emergency Operations 
Center, Highway 52 west of I-25 and WCR 41 
and WCR 50 ½ near LaSalle.

COUNTY AND EMERGENCY AGENCIES 
PARTICIPATE IN WHOLE COMMUNITY TRAINING

WELD LEGACY TRAIL 
OPENED IN JULY

Since July, residents throughout Weld 
County have been able to enjoy a 
new recreational opportunity. The 
Weld Legacy Trail, located behind the 
Southwest Services Complex at 4209 
County Road 24 ½ in Firestone, is 
the culmination of years of planning 
and partnerships, along with 
several months of design work and 
renovations to make the trail more 
user friendly and resistant to flooding.

The trail, designed by the Weld 
County Department of Public 
Works, features an 802-foot new 
section moving the trail away from 
a nearby spillway. Part of the new 
section includes an 82-foot long 
pedestrian bridge.

The Weld Legacy Trail — one 
segment of the St. Vrain Legacy 
Trail project intended to connect 
various communities along the 
Front Range — was constructed 
in the early 2000s but remained 
closed to the public while the 
property surrounding it served 
as an active gravel mine. When 
the Central Colorado Water 
Conservancy District (CCWCD) 
purchased the surrounding 
property in 2017 for water storage, 
the county retained a right of way 
agreement to continue improving 
the trail and began preparing the 
gravel pits for water storage.

St. Vrain State Park was also 
instrumental in the trail’s 
development. Beyond being one 
of the entities to support Weld 
County’s vision of the Weld Legacy 
Trail in the ’90s, park representatives 
have worked with the county to open 
the trail for “Bike Your Park Day” in 
2018 and 2019.


