
 

 
 

FAQs: Land Use Planning 
 

Does the Environmental Health Services Division review all land use proposals?  
The division reviews all land use proposals submitted to the Weld County Planning Department 
and selected proposals in those municipalities that request review. 
 
What are the specific topics that are considered by an Environmental Planner in reviewing 
development proposals? 
The list of topics varies according to the type of development that is proposed. In most cases the 
provision of water and sewer, and air and water pollution impacts are important issues. In some 
cases other subjects such as noise levels, effects of power lines, pasture management, 
agricultural impacts, or waste disposal are included in the review. Community design is another 
important aspect that is reviewed to ensure public health issues, such as walking paths and safe 
access to schools. 
 
What kind of information needs to be considered in planning a new residential subdivision that 
will use on-site wastewater treatment systems for sewage disposal? 
Site conditions that affect the operation of on-site wastewater treatment systems include the 
type of soils present, the depth to the groundwater table, the depth to bedrock, and the 
presence of surface water, such as lakes or irrigation ditches. With a thorough knowledge of site 
conditions, subdivisions can be designed to take advantage of the best soils for treating sewage 
while avoiding problem conditions, such as high groundwater or irrigation ditches. Some of the 
options used in the subdivision design process include clustering, variations in lot size, and 
creation of open space in areas not suitable for on-site wastewater treatment systems. 
 
How does public health affect community design? 
A well-planned development can have a positive impact on public health by encouraging 
exercise, promoting safety, utilizing natural resources sensibly, and enhancing the quality of life. 
For more information regarding public health in Land Use Planning and Community Design, 
please visit the National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO) website. 

https://www.naccho.org/programs/environmental-health

