
A Look at Health and Its 
Determinants Across Weld 
County
A Community Health Assessment Report



Purpose of the Report
• Document and summarize health status of 

Weld County communities 

• Provide reliable local-level population 
health data that can be used to make data-
informed decisions 

• Uses new and more granular data 
• 2019 Weld County Community Health Survey 

plus 12 additional secondary data sources with 
most data up to 2019 or 2020



This Report
• Looks at health determinants 

alongside health indicators to 
see to what extent there may 
be notable differences 

• Health determinants are 
factors, upstream from 
personal health behaviors 
and genetics, that influence 
individual health status

Healthy People 2030 Determinants of Health



Findings
Select Findings |



Morbidity & Mortality



Top Finding: Overall health status varies 
by many factors and there are shared 
modifiable risk factors for many diseases

• Overall leading cause of death (broad category) is 
heart disease

• Overall leading specific-cause of death in the 
county is COPD

• Differences in specific-cause of death exist by 
gender (chart on left) and race/ethnicity (not 
pictured)

• Many shared modifiable risk factors (bottom of 
chart on left)



• The following risk factors for heart 
disease are modifiable, meaning they 
are factors a person can change to 
impact their health, unlike genetics, 
disease predisposition, etc. 

• The data we have available on these 
risk factors indicate residents’ health 
is worsening

• For example, heart disease related 
cause of death risk factors…

Top Finding: Overall health status varies by many factors and there 
are shared modifiable risk factors for many diseases 

Heart disease related cause of death risk factors are shown in teal, 
grey and tan colors



Example: Fruit/vegetable consumption is trending up, but nearly 3 in 4 
residents do not consume the Dietary Guidelines for Americans minimum 
number of fruits and/or vegetables per day

22% 19% 27%

78% 81%
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Did meet

Percent of Residents that Ate or Did Not Eat 5-A-Day, 2019 Heart disease related cause of death risk factors 
are shown in teal, grey and tan colors



Opioid Overdose 
Deaths



Top Finding: Since 2017, the annual rate of age-adjusted opioid overdose deaths 
(for any opioid use, illicit or prescribed) has increased. 

• The age-adjusted rate of death for drug overdose by heroin (an illicit opioid) between the years 
of 2010-2020 was 1.8 per 100,000

• This is lower than neighboring Larimer (2.5), Boulder (2.8) and Adams (2.8) counties

• Upward trend in any opioid overdose deaths from 2017-2020, but decrease in heroin-specific 
overdose deaths

Weld County Annual Age-Adjusted Rate of Drug Overdose Deaths, 2010-2020, 
CDPHE CoHID Database



Maternal & Child 
Health



• Example: low birth weight

• In 2020, nearly 9% of infants, about 397, 
were born at a low birth weight 
(weighing less than ~5.5 pounds)

• The percent of infants born at a low birth 
weight by census tract for 2015-2019 
indicate that northern parts of the 
county, along with portions of Greeley 
and south county, have a higher 
percentage of infants born at a low birth 
weight compared to the whole county

Top Finding: Maternal and early childhood health varies by 
many factors. 
Infants Born with Low Birth Weight by Weld County Census Tracts 

based on records from 2015-2019, CDPHE Equity Map Series



Infectious Disease



• COVID-19 was the third leading cause 
of death for Weld County residents in 
2020

• Age-adjusted death rate for COVID-19 
in Weld County was 83.5 deaths per 
100,000 residents in 2020

• Significantly higher in males and 
Hispanic/Latino residents

• Four times higher in Hispanic/Latino 
residents compared to non-
Hispanic/Latino residents

Top Finding: Infectious diseases and COVID-19 have 
disproportionately burdened Hispanic/Latino residents

Age-Adjusted COVID-19 Death Rate per 100,000 by Sex and Ethnicity, 2020, CDPHE 
Vital Stats



Environment and 
Health



• Indoor radon is 2nd most common cause 
of lung cancer (after smoking).

• A higher percentage of tests above the 
minimum were found in the northern 
area of the county, and possibly in areas 
just east of Greeley, just north of Ft. 
Lupton, and in some areas of Firestone 
and Frederick.

Finding: Some areas of the county were found to possibly have higher radon 
levels as shown in darker blue areas on the map.

Figure 39: Summary of Pre-mitigation indoor Radon Measurements 
2005-2018, Weld County, CDPHE data



Conclusions 
and Next 
Steps

• This report details the health status of 
Weld County residents focused on 
noticeable or significant differences by 
various selected factors

• Next steps include prioritization of health 
issues and Community Health 
Improvement Plan (Section 25-1-505 CRS, 
Colorado Public Health Act)
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