
MINUTES 
WELD COUNTY COUNCIL 

April 15, 2019 
 

The Weld County Council met in regular session in full conformity with the Weld County Home 
Rule Charter at 6:30 p.m., Monday, April 15, 2019, at the Weld County Administration Building, 
1150 0 Street, Greeley, CO. 
 
ROLL CALL:  

   The meeting was called to order by President Brett Abernathy. Councilmembers Tonya L. 
Van Beber, Nancy Teksten, Gene Stille and James Welch were present, constituting a quorum 
of members. Also present was County Attorney Bruce Barker and Council Secretary Linda Kane. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA : 
Councilmember Abernathy asked to add two items to old business. One, regarding 
discussion of the 2019 budget and a second item regarding a whistleblower program. 
Councilmember Van Beber made a motion to approve the agenda as amended, seconded 
by Councilmember Welch and it carried.  
 
APPROVAL   OF DOCUMENTATION: 

Approval of March 18, 2019, Minutes 
Councilmember Welch made a motion to approve the March 18 minutes, seconded by 
Councilmember Teksten, and the motion carried. 
 

Approval of 1st Quarter Report to the People 
Councilmember Van Beber made a motion to approve the March 18 minutes, seconded by 
Councilmember Teksten, and the motion carried 

 
 
REVIEW PROGRAM:  

Weld County Assessor Brenda Dones 
  Ms. Dones gave a general overview of the responsibilities of her department. She gave an 
overview of 2018 property values and the 2019 reappraisal when they are mailed on May 1.  
  In 2018, the county had $11.64 billion dollars in assessed value, its highest value so far. 
However, she anticipates 2019 will bring in about $14.5 billion. It’s in part to the current 
reappraisal and in part due to oil and gas. 
  The majority of values across Weld County, 58 percent, comes from oil and gas. The biggest 
taxpayers, highest number, are residential taxpayers. The largest land size property is 
agriculture, but it doesn’t even make up 2 percent of the assessed values. 
  Revenue distribution breaks down to $849 million in property taxes. It’s a local funding source 
that stays within Weld County. It funds more than 400 local taxing authorities. About 40 percent 
goes to the school districts, with 20 percent going to Weld County and the smallest group is the 
water, sanitation and soil districts. 
 
  Councilmember Abernathy asked about SB 19-181 and how it will affect values. Ms. Dones 
said if there was no new drilling, our value would drop 40 percent. New drilling makes up about 
40 percent of new values each year. Councilmember Abernathy asked about a five year impact 
and whether it would have a substantial impact on Weld County, to which she answered yes. 
 
  Ms. Dones said when she started in the office in 1999, the taxable value in Weld County was 




$1.6 billion. Compared to 2018, it’s now $11 billion. In 1999, her office had 42 employees and 
today they have 38 employees. She attributes being able to carry the work load due to 
technology and transparency. Her annual budget is $3.6 million, with 91 percent of that going to 
salaries and insurance and nine percent is what her office has control over. 
  The assessor’s office has three departments; appraisal, assessment and analysts. Their job is 
to discover, list, classify and value properties. They calculate taxes, but the treasurer’s office 
handles the distribution and collection of taxes.  
  We have a 4,000-square-mile county and they try to discover properties and find anything that 
causes a change to values. In 2017, we had 3,200 new construction permits and in 2018 there 
were 3,800 new construction permits and she expects that number to continue growing.  
  Her department lists properties on the assessor’s web site at 
https://www.weldgov.com/departments/assessor. 
 
  The assessor’s office analyzes about 1,100 sales per month, while prices climb. In 2016, the 
median sale price of a home was $300k. In 2018, the median sale price is $344k. Value across 
the county continues to climb.  
  Property types of all kinds are seeing a tremendous increase, Ms. Dones said.  
  When property owners get their new appraisals, they can go to the web site to look over the 
assessment and agree or disagree. Property owners can protest their values by using the web 
site.  
  In summary, property values are rising. New values will also be posted to the web site on May 
1.  
  To view her entire presentation, please see Addendum 1.  
 
  Councilmember Welch asked about assessing agricultural land or bare land, compared to 
single family homes. 
  She said with agricultural land, they’re required by law to use a 10-year rolling average based 
on the income that a typical farmer would make in a landlord-tenant relationship, less expenses. 
Commodity prices are provided by the state. Agricultural land is valued much less than market 
values. Currently, the top irrigated value is about $1,000 an acre.  
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 

  Dave Kisker, of Johnstown, asked the assessor about oil and gas and its relation to property tax. 
He inquired about studies on degradation. 

  Ms. Dones responded that because so many properties have oil and gas near them, they don’t 
see an overall degradation throughout the county. When they value properties, they break them 
down into very small areas. She said buyers and sellers tell the assessor’s office whether oil and 
gas has influenced degradation.  

 

  Councilmember Van Beber said property owners can take that type of information to the 
assessor’s office to have it possibly reassessed.  

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 
Coordinator Reports/Councilman Reports 

  Councilmember Abernathy visited the Greeley Conservation District, which provides trees 
and equipment. He wanting to let people know they do land scaping and provide other 
services which is a taxpayer supported business.  
  Councilmember Abernathy also talked about some points of communication with the public 

https://www.weldgov.com/departments/assessor


and let Council know that he responded to the constituents. 
 

Bills 

Councilmember Stille made a motion to approve bills, it was seconded by Councilmember Welch 

and carried. The only bill was the regular phone monthly phone bill.  

 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 

2019 Budget 

  Councilmember Abernathy pointed out that the budget for 2019 is not much different than past 
years and therefore no major changes will take place. 
 

Whistleblower Program 
  Councilman Abernathy said he wanted to start a conversation about a potential whistleblower 
program. He said it’s been made clear Commissioners will not offer any additional funding for a 
program and he recognizes some departments already have their own. 
  He asked if Council would consider putting together some type of test system to determine 
whether a whistleblower program is necessary. He also pointed out it was part of the 
recommendations brought forth during a recent audit. 
  Councilmember Welch said he’s in favor of whistleblower programs. He said he’s in favor of 
trying something. He questioned how to break down issues; what’s the target audience and the 
usage?  
  Councilmember Van Beber said she supports the idea and thinks it’s long overdue. She said 
employees or non-employees should be able to voice concerns in a protected manner. She said 
there are already programs in existence to address this type of program so Council would not 
have to reinvent the wheel. She also supports it because it was an audit recommendation.  
  Councilmember Teksten had more questions about how to outline and proceed with this type 
of program to ensure it’s done correctly and beneficially.  
  Councilmember Stille said he believes Council already handles whistleblower-type situations 
when they arise. 
  Councilmember Abernathy asked that Council think about the program and how to proceed 
and bring ideas to the May meeting.  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  
By acclamation, the meeting was adjourned at 7:57 p.m.  
 
 
 
                         
May 20, 2019                       Council President, Brett Abernathy 
 
 
                                                          
        Council Secretary, Linda Kane 
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